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food \vhich they consume. The heat which is diffused through their frames is due to chemical combination. Digestion is simply a form of combustion. The circulation of the blood is indubitably a mechanical movement effected by mechanical force. What room is left in organisms for a vital force essentially distinct from the inorganic powers of matter ? It is unnecessary to dwell longer on an argument which has been so often presented to the English public in the brilliant expositions of Professor Tyndall.
The significance of the doctrine of evolution must also not be overlooked in the present connection. A few years ago every group of organisms called a species was supposed to have originated in a direct creative act or miracle. Now, this hypothesis is almost universally abandoned. Its place is occupied by Darwinianism or some other form of the development theory. An enormous mass of facts has been collected from astronomy, geology, geography, biology, linguistics, &c., and presented in a light which has convinced most scientific men that from a few organic forms, if not from a single organism, of the simplest kind, all organised beings have been gradually, naturally, and necessarily formed and distributed. But if this theory be true (and those who deny its truth must disprove it), obviously the probability is very great that, as there has been